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Community Patrol calls for much-needed volunteers

BY NIKKI PAPATSOUMAS

Michelle McGrath, Otaki Community Patrol coordinator.

The future of Otaki’s Community Patrol is
under threat unless the group can find more
volunteers.

Coordinator Michelle McGrath says recently
they have been struggling to recruit
volunteers, and she is now concerned about
the group’s future if they are unable to find
more people to lend a helping hand.

Community Patrollers aim to increase
community awareness and resilience in
Otaki.

They are trained to know what to look out
for as they act as extra eyes and ears through
intelligence and observation for local police.

Michelle says it’s a great role to do with
your partner or friend, or sign up as an
individual and you will be paired with a
patrolling partner.

Here in Otaki the group has been serving the
community for more than 20 years. Michelle

and her husband Martin have been members
for around seven years, and now work
coordinating the group. The pair are
passionate about establishing the group for
years to come.

Volunteers for the group spend shifts in pairs
in the patrol car, canvassing areas from just
north of Peka Peka through to Manakau.

Patrollers do a number of things, from
reporting dumped rubbish and graffiti to
Kapiti Coast District Council, to supporting
local events with security, such as the annual
Kite Festival.

Anyone can join as long as they are over the
age of 18 and have a full drivers license.
Volunteers will also have to undergo police
vetting as they can, from time to time, be
privy to sensitive information.

Michelle says it’s a wonderful opportunity

for anyone locally who wants to volunteer
but doesn’t want to commit to established
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times and days of the week. She says it’s a
common misconception that patrollers need
to be out every day and mainly overnight.

“The beauty is you can go out at any time
you wish, day or night, as long as you are in
a pair, there is a lot of flexibility.

“We need more people if we want to remain
viable. Ideally we would love to be out and
about in the community three to four times a
week.

“For younger people it is great for them to
have it on their CV. It’s just a really
wonderful opportunity to give back to the
community.”

The group is funded through generous
donations from local businesses.

If anyone is interested in volunteering
their time they can email otaki@cpnz.org.
nz, or head to the Otaki Community
Patrol Facebook page.
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Final fundraising push for the Otaki Rotunda

BY NIKKI PAPATSOUMAS
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Rotunda Patron Anthony Dreaver and Rotunda Secretary Jenny Gordon attaching plaques on the windowsills.

With the restoration of the Otaki Rotunda
almost complete volunteers are now
calling on the community in a final push
for sponsorship.

As part of the restoration, 92 window
sashes have been made available for
sponsorship. There are now just 19 sashes
still in need of sponsorship. The idea
being a person, family or business buys a
plaque that is then displayed on one of
the building’s window sashes.

Di Buchan, Chair of the Friends of the
Otaki Rotunda, says there has been a

wide range of names going on the
plaques, from local businesses to
individuals and families.

“Some are in memory of a relative who
has passed on and some are to
commemorate an organisation such as
Friends of the Otaki River and the Otaki
Women's Community Club.

“One window has been dedicated to the
Otaki Lionesses — an organisation that did
so much good work in the town and
closed down in the 1990s.

Toi MAHARA
Young Artists Exhibition
2026

Entry is open to young people aged
13-18 years at time of entry who are
living, studying or working in the Kapiti
District.

Around 50 entries will be selected and

exhibited in Te Manawa Toi |
Coastlands Gallery from November 2026 until February 2027. Artists
participating in the exhibition may choose to offer their work for sale.

Being included in the exhibition gives young artists the opportunity to show
their work in a professional setting to a wide audience over the summer, and
win substantial cash awards.

The deadline to submit work is midnight Sunday 13 September 2026.
For more information, submissions and Ts+Cs, go to:
https://toimahara.nz/exhibitions/toi-mahara-young-artists-exhibition-2026/
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“It’s turning out to be a little bit of a time
capsule... It’s quite nice walking around
and looking at all the plaques. It adds to
the richness of the history of the rotunda.”

Di says credit for the meticulous
restoration of the windows goes to builder
Mike Watson.

“He pulls four windows out, takes them
back to his workshop and then he brings
them back when they have been
completely restored and pops them back
in.

“What he is managing to do with those
windows is absolutely marvellous.”

The rotunda is located at the Otaki Health
Camp. Once used as a children’s
dormitory, the trust was set up in 2019 to
preserve the rotunda, which is a Heritage
New Zealand Category One Building, for
future use.

The trust is also busy working on a
planned storyboard which will feature on
one of the rotunda’s windowless walls.

“The storyboard will record the history of
the rotunda and will include newspaper
clippings, letters and photos.

“We have had lots of fun going through
boxes of archives and selecting the best
ones to tell the story of that particular
time.”

Overall Di says the project is tracking
well. Initially the trust hoped to have
work completed by Christmas but, with
their builder planning to take some time
off, things have been pushed back
slightly.

Di says in the meantime the trust will be
opening up the rotunda for public tours.
There are also concerts and performances
by the New Zealand Shakespeare Globe
Theatre planned for later in the year.

A quiz night is also planned for the
beginning of September.

Di says ongoing fundraising is vital to
completing the restoration work.

Anyone who would like to sponsor a
window sash can contact the trust at
admin@otakirotunda.org.nz to get a
form to fill out recording the name they
want on their plaque.

For more information on upcoming
events for, and at, the rotunda head to
www.otakirotunda.org.nz

With winter upon us, now is the time to have
your car battery checked and tested.

We stock a wide range of quality
AA Batteries

Car, SUV, 4wD, Ride-on-Mower
Hybrid Auxillary
Best prices in town — guaranteed

Call Otaki Motors on 06 825 9199, or just pop in
and we will test your old battery.

Should a replacement battery be required,
the fitting will be free.

6 Titokli Street

Mon-Fri 8am — 4.30pm

Sat 8am — 12pm
ph 06 825 9199
otakimotors.co.nz
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Housing to take centre stage at election candidates’ hui

Chee-Khiang (CK) Sng

Sophie Handford

Prof. Aeron Davis

Melody Willis

A public hui set to take place this month
will feature candidates for this year’s
general election and will have a focus on
housing.

The hui is being held by the Otaki Public
Housing Group, who say they are calling
on political parties to commit to urgent
action on public housing ahead of the
2026 election.

The group has invited all Kapiti electorate
party candidates to discuss how they will

Tim Costley

address growing housing stress across
Kapiti, and particularly here in Otaki, at
the meeting on Tuesday 11 August.

The hui will feature Green Party
candidate Melody Willis; Labour Party
candidate Sophie Handford; National
Party candidate, current local MP and
National Party candidate Tim Costley;
and The Opportunity Party candidate
Chee-Khiang (CK) Sng.

Leading housing researcher Aeron Davis

mower & engineering services Itd

will chair the meeting and will also take
the time to present on housing issues and
challenges facing communities.

Candidates will be invited to respond to
Professor Davis’ korero and outline their
parties’ policies and commitments for
improving housing outcomes in the
electorate.

The Otaki Public Housing Group says

Kapiti is a region that is under increasing
housing pressure with 138 Kapiti whanau
on the housing register as of March 2026.

Otaki experiences the highest housing
stress in the electorate.

They say there is a shortage of available
rentals, limited public- and community-
housing supply, and increasing pressure
on whanau experiencing housing
insecurity and homelessness.

“Housing changes lives,” says the group.

“Every whanau deserves a warm, dry,
affordable and secure home. Decent
housing is essential infrastructure that
supports health, education, community
connection and economic participation.”

The Otaki Public Housing group believes
the current housing policy settings have
failed to meet local need and is urging
political parties to commit to renewed
investment in public housing, support for
community housing providers, and
stronger iwi partnerships including with
Nga Hapti o Otaki to advance papakainga
and kaupapa Maori housing initiatives.
The Otaki Public Housing Group says the
upcoming election presents an important
opportunity for candidates to demonstrate
how they will respond to one of the
region’s most pressing social issues.

The candidates’ hui will be held on 11
August at the Supper Room, Otaki
Memorial Hall from 5.30 to 7.30pm.
The community is encouraged to attend
and engage with candidates.

Notices

OTHBA AGM

The Otaki and Te Horo Business
Association will have three
committee positions to fill at their
AGM. Guest speaker: Penny
Gaylor. Tuesday 4 August,
5:30pm, Winemaker’s Daughter.
Te Horo.

Candidates Hui on
Housing

Otaki Public Housing Group has
confirmed the Kapiti electorate
candidates for Greens, Labour,
National and Opportunity Parties
to speak at a public meeting on
housing, followed by Q&A.
Chaired by Prof. Aeron Davis. All
welcome. Light refreshments
provided. Tuesday 11 August,
5:30-7:30pm, Gertrude Atmore
Supper Room.

KCDC Community
Planting Day with Waitohu
Dune Care Group

Kapiti Coast District Council will
join the Waitohu Dune Care Group
for a bulk planting of the front
dunes. All welcome to help.
Sunday 16 August, 10am. Phone
020 459 6321 for details.

Pop-Up with Tim Costley

MP for Otaki Tim Costley will be in
Otaki for his scheduled MP
Pop-Up Meeting, Friday 21
August. Email to book a timeslot:
kapiti@parliament.govt.nz

STIHL MS 230

Now $695
SAVE $200

Weight: 4.8 kg

CHAINSAW SPECIALS!

SUNDAYS

Standard Bar Length: 16"/40 cm
Engine Power: 40.6 cc / 2.0 kKW

NOW OPEN

MSA70 KIT

$755

valued at $213

STIHL SAFETY PACKS

$199

CHAINSAW SPECIALS!

includes FREE Safety Chaps

WEAR THE RIGHT GEAR!

sales, service

& repair

12-14 rimu street, otaki
(06) 364 5411
sebastian@meskapiti.co.nz
www.meskapiti.co.nz

8 am-5pm
8:30 am - 3 pm
9am-3 pm

mon - fri
sat
sun

mower & engineering services Itd
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BY VIVIENNE BAILEY

© Te Horo Hall Society

The Kilns at Te Horo

The Kilns at Te Horo recently welcomed potter, Alana
Wilson, the creative hub’s winter resident ceramic artist.

Born in Australia, Alana grew up in Wellington before
returning to Sydney for a Bachelor of Fine Arts at the
National Art School and life as an artist. After a short
residency at Driving Creek in the Coromandel, she
worked with mini kilns, testing the performance of local
clays.

“I’11 continue to work with mini kilns at Te Horo,” she
says. “I’ve just enough material left for one more little
kiln.”

Alana’s work often references location; its history and
materials and her artistic journey has taken her from
extensive work in her Northern Beaches studio close to
Sydney to the raw earthy beauty of Shigaraki in Japan
where she combined traditional methods with innovation.

“Normally my focus is on glazing technology,” she says.
“But in Shigaraki I tested raw materials ... they
performed very differently from what I expected.”

The outcome prompted a shift of focus towards clay and
firing atmospheres and Alana hopes to continue with
some of these glaze recipes at the Te Horo kilns, using
local materials.

“Although results are likely to be influenced by the local
clay I’ll be using,” she explains.

Alana plans to open a studio in Wellington after
completing her time in Te Horo, “the three-month
residency at The Kilns at Te Horo is another step towards
a homecoming.”

Working from The Doreen Blumhardt Studio at the kilns
until the end of September, details of her planned
workshop will be at thekilnsattehoro.co.nz

right: Alana Wilson, winter resident at the Kilns.

For further information and details direct email
thekilnsattehoro@gmail.com

Paddy’s Mart 2026

Te Horo School’s annual major fundraiser is back with
all the fun of the fair; crafts, plants, cakes and produce,
face painting and children’s games, quick raffles, a café
and BBQ food and the star of the event, cow pat bingo.
Traditionally drawing large crowds from across the
Wellington and Manawatl regions, it’s a great family day
out. Saturday 12 September, gates opening 11.00am.

Drinks and Nibbles

A monthly community get together to hook up with
friends and neighbours and to welcome newbies to the
local community. BYO plate of finger food to share and
something to drink. Friday 7 August 5.30pm at Te Horo
Hall, School Road.

luxury escape?

next adventure to life.

CRUISE,
§XPLORE

Dreaming of a cruise, a guided tour, a family holiday or a

Travelust Otaki's leading travel agency is here to bring your

TOUR,

WIN A FIJI GETAWAY!

3 night Blue Lagoon Cruise)

Tours :
& Cruises
Handpicked  :
experiences. :

¥

Stress-free.

‘7\{ TRAVELUST NZ

Hdvasifurs tonith

@ Personalised
Travel Planning
o) Tailored to you.

Book any international holiday package over $5,000 with Travelust before
30 November 2026 for your chance to win a 5 night Fiji getaway (incl luxury

*TAC's apply

'aupq_urt \ﬂlihile o
o/ ou Trave

I'm with you
every step.

sEREEREEEsEEAsEES

(. 021745 903
@ 216 Main Highway, Otaki

i www.travelustnz.com TAANZ

Google
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Volunteers named finalists for awards celebrating contribution to the community

Members of last year's Supreme Award winner Maoriland Charitable Trust.

A number of local volunteers have been named finalists
for the 2026 Wellington Airport Regional Community
Awards.

Every year, Wellington Airport and the five local councils
come together to recognise the work carried out by
community groups in the wider Wellington region.

The focus of the awards is to celebrate volunteers for
their valuable contribution to society.

Wellington Airport and the local councils have run the
awards since 2004, recognising hundreds of community
groups across the region.

Among the groups to be announced as finalists are The
Otaki and Te Horo Business Association, Otaki Boating
Club, Otaki Pottery Club, Otaki Promotions Group,
Otaki Surf Lifesaving Club, Otaki Women's Community
Club, and Zero Waste Otaki.

From Te Horo, the Te Horo Hall Society and The Kilns at
Te Horo have also been named finalists.

Winners and runners-up will be announced at the awards
function in early August.

The awards start with the greater Wellington region’s five
councils (Wellington City, Porirua, Kapiti, Hutt City and

Reach me at my
Kapiti office

Kapiti Office

Corner of Te Roto Drive and Kapiti Road

kapiti@parliament.govt.nz

Opening Hours

Upper Hutt) awarding volunteer organisations in their
local community under the following categories: Art &
Culture, Education and Child/Youth Development,
Health and Wellbeing, Heritage and Environment, Sport
and Leisure, plus a Rising Star Award for emerging
groups.

The winners from each region then go forward to the
Wellington Airport Regional Community Awards for the
overall award in their category, and the opportunity to be
named Supreme Winner.

The winners are announced at an annual celebration
dinner.

Meanwhile local groups have also been named as
finalists for the 2026 Electra Business and Innovation
Awards.

The Otaki Women's Community Club and Kilns at Te
Horo are both finalists this year.

The awards, which have been running since 1993,
celebrate innovation, sustainability and best business
practice across all industries and sectors across Kapiti
and Horowhenua.

Winners will be announced at an awards evening in
October.

021851206

Mon: 10am - 3pm Tues: 10am - 3pm Wed: Closed

Thurs: 10am - 2pm Fri: 10am - 3pm

Tim Costley
MP for Otaki

Authorised by T Costley, Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.

News in brief
Old SH1 Waikanae North roundabout update

The construction of a new roundabout for a
private development on Old State Highway 1,
between Waikanae and Peka Peka, has been
causing headaches for road users and nearby
residents. Traffic management is the developer's
responsibility, but Kapiti Coast District Council
says it has been working with them to identify and
suggest improvements where possible.
Construction has taken longer than expected
after crews encountered poor ground conditions,
followed by periods of wet winter weather. Work
is expected to be completed by October.

New lights for Haruatai Park

Kapiti Coast District Council has announced it will
be investing in new lights for Haruatai Park to
light up the basketball court. This will be part of
the council’s park-upgrades work and further
details are expected to be announced soon.

Oranga Otaki awarded grant

Oranga Otaki Limited is one of six recipients of
Kapiti Coast District Council’s Maori Economic
Development Grants Fund 2026/27. The fund
supports whanau, hapa, iwi, matawaka, and
Maori businesses and social enterprises in Kapiti
to grow Maori economic activity and deliver
positive outcomes for the district. Oranga Otaki
was awarded a share of $80,000 to relocate and
fit out a kaupapa Maori medical practice into a
larger, centrally located facility to support
improved access to health care.

Funding for local festivals

Maoriland Film Festival and the Otaki Kite
Festival have secured support through Kapiti
Coast District Council’s Major Events Fund for
2026/27. The fund supports major events that
deliver economic impact, align with strategic
priorities, and showcase the unique character of
Kapiti. This year, there was $180,000 in funding
available, including a nominated amount to
support new and emerging events that provide a
strategic growth opportunity.

National
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Herbal wisdom for home and Montessori

BY TRACEY HALL

image: Tracey Hall

Hanna guides a group through the blending of herbal infusions/tisanes.

Registered Naturopath and Medical
Herbalist Hanna Emke (Ngati
Kapumanawawhiti) ran a one-day
workshop as a fundraiser for the Otaki
Montessori Preschool, 27 June.

Working with a managable group of 20
participants, Hanna introduced them to
some hands-on herbal remedies that are
easily created in a domestic setting.

She says, “The workshop went really
well. The hands-on approach was fun.”

The two-hour beginner-friendly
workshop, held in the Gertrude Atmore

Supper Room, had the participants
creating balms, tinctures and herbal
infusions/tisanes under Hanna’s guidance.

Hanna’s emphasis is on the ritual of
concocting, taking time and being in the
moment.

“Ritual is so important. This is one of
things I tell my clients, to slow down and
take the time to focus on what they’re
doing.”

Hanna acknowledges that not everyone
has the time and space to grow their own
ingredients, but she encourages them to

“try to remove the barriers so you can have
fun and enjoy the ritual.

“Because we grew, harvested and dried
most of the herbs at my home, it was a
really mindful experience about what goes
into making something with herbs.”

As well as empowering people to include
herbs in their home and everyday life, the
workshop was held to generate some
money to donate to the local Montessori,
where Hanna and her partner Reece’s
children attend.

Hanna raised over $1000 for the Otaki
Montessori. “They are a not-for-profit

centre,” she says, “so the funds will go
towards repairs and maintenance.”

Hanna moved her Art of Harmony Clinic
from Paraparaumu to Otaki earlier this
year. She specialises in pre-conception,
pregnancy and post-partum care for

mothers and families. Her practice is
guided by Mason Durie’s Te Whare Tapa
Wha wharenui model.

Hanna shares her clinic space with her
mother-in-law Lorayne of MADE by
Lorayne. Lorayne offers clothing repairs
and alterations, and dressmaking. She
also sells her Constance Clothing range.

The Art of Harmony Clinic, 65D Main
Street (next to the CAB). Email for
more information or an appointment:
hello@artofharmony.co.nz

MADE by Lorayne, 65D Main Street,
Otaki. Open Saturdays, 10am — 12pm,
or by appointment. Phone 021 159 4916
or email: madebylorayne@gmail.com

below: Hanna (left) with her
mother-in-law Lorayne, outside

their shared premises.
image: Reece Baker

“Together Improving the Health
and Wellbeing of our Community.’

Nurse clinics ® Minor surgery ® Sexual health
Immunisations ® Annual diabetes reviews
Enhanced Care Plus e Prescriptions

2 Aotaki Street
phone: 06 364 8555
open: Monday to Friday, 8:45am — S5pm
closed: Saturday, Sunday and public holidays
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Bridge Club celebrates its oldest member

_ image supplied
Otaki Bridge Club’s oldest member
Aileen Lumley recently celebrated her
90th birthday.

Julie Affleck says the celebration, held at
the club on Aotaki Street, was a lively
afternoon filled with food, conversation
and warm wishes.

“Many of Aileen’s friends attended,

including some who had previously
played bridge with her. It was a friendly
and happy occasion.”

Aileen, who is a stalwart of the
community, has been an active bridge
club member since 1990, when her sister
Noeline encouraged her to take lessons.

“It was a decision she has never
regretted,” says Julie.

“As well as enjoying the game and
keeping her mind sharp, Aileen says one
of the greatest rewards has been the
partnerships and enduring friendships she
has made over the years.”

Over the past 36 years Aileen has been an
active member of the Otaki Bridge Club,
including five years as secretary and two
years as president.

“She has always generously volunteered
her time and skills to keep our Bridge
Club thriving,” says Julie.

Aileen still manages to fit two bridge
sessions into her weekly schedule,
alongside her volunteer duties at the
Otaki Museum, playing pétanque and
keeping up with her four children, 13
grandchildren and 41 great-grandchildren.

“This may be the first 90th birthday
celebrated at the Otaki Bridge Club, but it
is unlikely to be the last, with many active
members in their 80’s now heading
towards the same milestone.

“Maybe Aileen’s story inspires others to
learn or revive their bridge skills at a
friendly welcoming club,” says Julie.
The Otaki Bridge Club runs beginner and
refresher lessons every year.

More information is available at www.
otaki.bridge-club.org/ or ring the Club
President on 021 535 534 for further
details.

Otaki Scholar enjoys manaakitanga

image supplied

Otaki Scholar Fraser Rettie (in
blue) departing Kapiti Island with
(from left) Turtle Lindberg, Pearl
Glanville Hall and James Auld.

The 83rd Otaki Scholar, Fraser Rettie,
enjoyed a week of activities in and around
Otaki the week of 18 to 24 July.

Fraser experienced a powhiri onto
Raukawa Marae; a wahi tapu local-history
tour led by Pataka Moore (Ngati
Raukawa, Ngati Pareraukawa); a day at

Parliament Wellington; an overnight stay
on Kapiti Island (generously sponsored
by Kapiti Island Nature Tours); and a day
of school at Otaki College.

His was joined by members of the Otaki
College Nga Ringa Whero Heads of
School on his adventures, and he was
hosted by Te Ringa Tauawhiawhi Deputy
Head Girl Turtle Lindberg and her
whanau up the Otaki Gorge.

Otaki College Principal Andy Fraser says,
“We try to make certain they gain a sense
of what it is like learning in a small
semi-rural college with strong cultural
connections to local iwi and hapt.”

Of his stay on Kapiti Island, Fraser said
he “loved the Kiwi-spotting” at night and
that “the views were absolutely amazing.”

While on the island the students helped
Fraser with his pepeha, which he led with
in his address to the college assembly on
his final day.

Fraser said, “It's such a cool part of the
world and [this scholarship] is something
I’1l treasure because I’ll never be able to
do it again.”

Otaki College was the first of eight
colleges on Fraser’s month-long
scholarship itinerary of Aotearoa New
Zealand between 18 July and 18 August.

The Otaki Scholar prize is annually
awarded to the School Captain (Head
Boy) of Robert Gordon's College,
Aberdeen, Scotland.

The scholarship is named in honour of the
merchant navy vessel SS Otaki, which
was captained by former Robert Gordon’s
College pupil Archibald Bisset-Smith.
Captain Bisset-Smith went down with the
SS Otaki when it was sunk by a German
raider in World War 1.

FUNERAL SERVICES

ANDERSON_

FUNERAL SERVICES

HOROWHENUA
CREMATORIUM

Proudly Horowhenua's only family owned funeral company

LEVIN | OTAKI | SHANNON | FOXTON
Phone (06) 368 2954 | Website www.harveybowler.co.nz

@ ARIZTO

HARVEY BOWLER_

Phone 022 308 1672 | rebecca@becsshed.co.nz
70 Te Rauparaha St, Otaki | www.becsshed.co.nz

Professional
Furniture Restoration
& Upholstery Services
in Wellington and
Kapiti!

INTRODUCING TEAM CHAR & LIDDY.

No Upfront Costs
No Sale, No Fee

2% *eST Commission’
Premium Marketing

Proudly supporting Levin/Otaki
Team Char & Liddy | Char 027 4519319 | Liddy 029 120 0515

Arizto Ltd. Licensed REAA 2008 | *Admin Fee + T&C’s Apply
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The Garden in August

BY VIVIENNE BAILEY

Flower garden

Plant out new roses in rich, well-drained soil, with
plenty of compost and complete pruning of
established plants in time for spring growth.

Plant out bulbs for summer flowering — gladioli,
galtonia, tigridia, late-blooming nerines and
amaryllis.

Late August is a good time to lift and divide
perennials like hemerocallis (day lilies) and plants
like grasses, hellebores and ferns, which do not like
to be split in autumn.

Lightly trim sasanqua camellias that have finished
flowering.

Tie in wayward growths on climbers such as
bougainvillea and give a light prune to tidy up.

Prune your wisteria now — cut back to spurs, each
with 2-3 fat buds.

Complete pruning of deciduous, summer-flowering
shrubs such as buddleias, fuchsias and hydrangeas.
Dead-head proteas, and leucodendrons as flowering

finishes. Cut them back quite hard but make sure
you leave a little leafy growth behind.

Protect hostas from slugs and snails with a copper
barrier, old coffee grounds or sharp grit.

Lift and divide snowdrops as they finish flowering
— they are best handled ‘in the green.’

Sow seeds of alyssum, begonia, carnation, celosia,
cosmos, dahlia, dianthus, marigold, petunia, phlox,
viscaria, zinnia, nemesia, delphinium and viola.
Plant out seedlings of pansies, viola, polyanthus,
cineraria, stock, poppy, cornflower, hollyhock,
carnations, cosmos and Canterbury bells.
Vegetable and fruit garden

Plant out your early season potatoes and Jerusalem

artichokes. Use frost cloth to protect sprouting
potatoes from late frost.

Plant asparagus crowns into prepared garden beds.

Rhubarb roots, strawberry runners and garlic can
also be planted now.

Fertilise all fruit trees — spread evenly over root
zone, taking care to keep away from the trunk.

Protect fruit tree blossom from late frosts.

Prune and tie-in espaliered and fan-trained fruit
trees.

Sow seeds of plants that need a long growing season
such as tomatoes, peppers (capsicums and chillies)
and aubergines in pots or trays for planting out later.

If your soil is warm and friable sow beetroot,
cabbages, leeks, cauliflowers, lettuces, peas,
radishes, silver-beet, spinach and turnips. If in
doubt, sow in trays for planting out later when the
weather is warmer.

Plant your seedlings of cabbage, cauliflower, lettuce,
broccoli, silver-beet and spinach.

Plant out perennial herbs such as thyme, marjoram,
tarragon, sage and parsley, and divide up and
transplant old plants in fresh soil.

Lawns

Evenly apply a balanced lawn fertiliser to stimulate
new growth. Moss can be a problem in poorly
drained or shady areas of lawn. — rake area
thoroughly and apply a solution of sulphate of iron
(10g per square metre) to kill moss.

Second thoughts
Re-pot indoor plants and overgrown patio plants.

Spring feeding and mulching pays dividends later. A
layer of good compost mulch will suppress weeds
and retain moisture.

The Iris-like Dietes

Perennial dietes are sometimes mistaken for irises.
But although there is a resemblance (and they do
belong to the iris family) dietes have their own
special merits and constantly out-perform elegant
garden irises when it comes to prolonged flowering
display.

These most worthwhile garden plants will grow right
down to the sea, or inland, and in sun or semi-shade,
and they’re one of the few ornamental plants that
will grow in the dryness of an old conifer hedge.

Generally, they are incredibly tough, robust and
easy-care customers yet contained and orderly,
growing in handsome, small, flax-like clumps.

The following species originate from South Africa
(the home of all dietes but one) and are easily
propagated by dividing their sturdy rhizomes —
autumn is a good time to do this. They can also be
grown from seed.

Often called the Spanish or the yellow wild iris,
D.bicolor has a charming flower, flat and creamy
lemon with distinct brown/dark purple blotches
radiating from orange spots on its three outer petals.

Individual blooms appear from spring to autumn,
and although lasting only a day or so, the flowering
is generous. The pale-green, grass-like leaves reach
about 90cm in height.

D. grandiflora is sometimes known as the wild iris.
It grows quickly and easily, the narrow, dark-green
leaves reaching around a metre (being evergreen the
plant is always attractive). The plant produces wide,
white iris-like flowers marked with mauve and
orange yellow. The blooms last for several days in
spring and autumn. In true testimony to their
toughness, I’ve seen mass plantings of D. grandifola
flowering generously in a shopping area where they
get some shelter and afternoon sun, but are in a cold,
draughty corridor.

Watson’s Garden Ltd

Our new-season fruit, deciduous and citrus trees have arrived.
We have all the products in store to help with planting, including
soil, garden stakes and fertilisers.

Whether you are planting a mini orchard or a feature tree,
pop in and check out our range today.

Gift vouchers, giftware, tools, pots, garden and
pest products available all year round

Monday — Saturday, 9am —5pm | closed Sundays and public holidays.

17 Bell Street Otaki (06) 364 8758
www.watsonsgarden.co.nz

The preferred habitat for D. iridioides, also known as the
Fortnight lily, is in semi-shade under tall, open trees but it will
tolerate nearly full sun. Producing the most iris-like flowers, it
has branching, wiry stems that carry 6-8cm wide, dainty white
flowers with central yellow marks. It grows to a height of 60cm
and a spread of 30—60cm, forming dense, fan-shaped clumps.
There are several cultivars of this shy plant, but these are not
always easy to track down in New Zealand.

If you’re a lover of unusual plants, consider D. robinsoniana, a
tall (can exceed 1.8m), and wide (8cm) species that hails from
Lord Howe Island, Australia. Sometimes called the wedding
lily, the flowers are beautiful, impressively large (10cm wide)
and pure white. Although the blooms are fleeting (over in a
day), the plants bloom extravagantly from early November
through to autumn.

It’s one of the most frost-tender species and requires warm
temperatures, but will live happily at the beach, not bothered
by salt winds.

D. robinsoniana is prodigal with its seed and can be increased
easily but will take time to germinate and grow. You can
divide it as well.
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Amicus invites youths to monthly social gathering

BY TRACEY HALL

Otaki Amicus Club members with guest speakers from Otaki College (at rear)

at their monthly meeting at the Otaki Club & RSA in June.

Otaki Amicus Club member Ray Boyd
invited four Otaki College senior students
to speak about college life with them at
their June meeting.

Nga Ringa Whero Heads of School
Giorgio Bevan, Pearl Glanville Hall and
Turtle Lindberg (Jeana Bevan couldn’t
attend) shared some insights about
NCEA, scholarship opportunities, and
sporting and creative pursuits with around
35 Amicus members on 8 June — and they
were impressed.

New to Amicus, but 40 years in Otaki,
Roger Bloxham says, “The future is going
to be good because we have people like
them coming up the ranks.”

A group for semi-retired and retired
people, Amicus members meet for two
hours monthly for social connection and
intellectual engagement. The meeting
includes one of the members introducing
themselves to the group, a morning tea
and then an external guest speaker.

President of four years, Clive Newman
(82) says, “We have organised such
amazing guest speakers. When we get 35
to 50 people at a meeting, it’s obviously
working.

“I enjoy it. I like what we do, that we’re
purely social and provide something for
people to do.”

The current membership is at around 70.

image: Roger Bloxham

image: Tracey Hall

Otaki Amicus Club President Clive Newman (left)
with committee member Roger Bloxham at Kowhai
Eatery last month.

There’s an active committee of eight,
including a welfare officer who ensures
members are well and catered to when the
need arises. There’s also another who
organises day-trips.

Every few months there’s an excursion to
an achievable day-trip destination. Most
recently, the group have visited Colyton
Clocks in Feilding, Te Whare o Rehua
Sarjeant Gallery in Whanganui and
Parliament in Wellington.

The Otaki Amicus Club began as
Aotearoa New Zealand’s first mixed-
gender Probus Club in 1984. The Otaki
club left the national Probus organisation
in 2011 to become affiliated with

Friendship New Zealand Incorporated
(FNZD).

The club’s costs are subsidised through an
annual grant from KCDC, via the Otaki
Community Board funding rounds. The
Amicus membership fee is $20 per
annum, with the cost of excursions extra
to that. Interested people are welcome to
attend two meetings for free before
deciding to join.

Amicus meets on the second Monday of
the month, 10am till midday. at the
Otaki Club & RSA, 9 Raukawa Street.
Contact Amicus thought their current
Secretary : jillall@xtra.co.nz, or by
phoning 022 1910 28S.

Rules for lawyers to stop money laundering

BY FLEUR HOBSON

Lawyers have a series of obligations they
must fulfil under a law that aims to
prevent money laundering and terrorist
financing.

They need to assess the risk from the
actions of criminal activity and identify
any potential suspicious behaviour.

In order to make that assessment, lawyers
are required to obtain and verify
information and undertake certain
background checks before they can
provide particular services to their clients.

When providing these services, lawyers
will need people to provide their full
name, date of birth and their current
address.

They will need evidence to confirm these
details — for example a driver’s licence,
passport or birth certificate — and the
lawyer will need to keep a photocopy of
this evidence.

The lawyer may also need to ask for
information about the nature and purpose
of the proposed work and information
confirming the source of any funds for
certain transactions.

When we ask for this information we are
simply carrying out what the law says we
must do.

Some people see us because they want us
to act on behalf of their trust or company.

In that case, they will will need to provide
information about the business of the trust
or company and about any persons
associated with it, such as the trustees and
beneficiaries or the directors and

shareholders.

The law is named the Anti-Money
Laundering and Countering Financing of
Terrorism Act 2009 (AML/CFT Act).

The purposes of the AML/CFT Act are:

* to detect and deter money laundering
and terrorism financing;

* to maintain and enhance New Zealand’s
international reputation by adopting,
where appropriate in the New Zealand
context, recommendations issued by the
Financial Action Task Force; and

* to contribute to public confidence in the
financial system.

The Act requires quite a long list of
businesses, including lawyers, banks and

accountants, to fulfil four main systems or

processes.

Businesses covered by the Act must put in

place systems and processes to:

* conduct customer due diligence and
ongoing monitoring;

* report suspicious activities to
authorities;

* maintain records and auditing systems;
and

* submit annual compliance reports.

People who have any questions or
concerns about this are welcome to talk to
us about them.

For expert advice, whatever your issue,
contact Fleur, Susie or Freya at
Hobson Mills Law, ph 06 364 7190,

282 Mill Road — opposite Farmlands.

[.C.MARK LTD

Serving the Local Community since 1972

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

The Funeral Home

c>0800 426275 ~ (06) 368-8108

545 - 547 Queen Street East, Levin
The Avenue Crematorium, Levin
www.icmark.co.nz
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The Shed Project’s second satellite sets up shop

BY TRACEY HALL

image: Tracey Hall

from left: Woodworker Aotea, ‘dynamo’ Denis Wood and pottery tutor
Aki Baggott outside the wood workshop at Hyde Park, Te Horo, on the
opening day of Shed Creations & Collectables.

Twelve years after The Shed Project Kapiti

was established in Paraparaumu, it now
has two satellites in Otaki. One is their
four-year-old Creative Space at the
Otaki-Maori Racing Club grounds; the
second, Shed Creations & Collectables,
opened at Hyde Park, Te Horo, 18 July.

The Shed Project is the brainchild of
Paraparaumu-based Denis Wood. He and
wife Catherine fostered a high-needs
six-year-old girl in 1998 and were deeply
disappointed by the lack of support and
options for her once she’d finished at her
specialist school, Kimi Ora School, in
Lower Hutt.

“For her and others transitioning from
school, I was just so disappointed in what
I saw,” says Denis. He recalls being upset
by seeing “25-year-old men just sitting
around watching Barney on TV. I thought,
let’s get these young guys doing
something, something productive.”

In 2014, Denis, from an electrical and
building background, organised a space
and some tools where he could support
some young men with disabilities to make
simple items from recycled timber — “from
just scraps, the bits that would otherwise
be thrown away.”

Long-time volunteer Peter Thomas says,
“It’s therapy for me. I enjoy working with
the kids. At 82 years old, anyone younger
than 50 is a kid to Peter.

“I’ve seen a lot of people come and go
from the Shed Project,” he says, “and I’ve
seen a lot of dirt and sawdust moved!”

From 2018 the group expanded to include
disabled and disadvantaged women.

“Then it just mushroomed and now we’re
employing 13 people,” says Denis (72),
“including six from the disability sector.”
The Shed Project community make and
sell everything from breadboards to
bird-feeders, kindling to crochet works
and ceramics to coffins.

They’re determined to fund their own way.
While they get support from several
funding groups, they also pay their way.
Last year, sales from their large outdoor
poppies (made from sculpted vinyl
records) alone earned them $14,000. They
gave $2700 of it to the RSA.

This July they just hit 10,000 wooden
crates made for local business We Love
Local.

“So often the disability sector is asking for
funding,” says Denis, “but we’ve turned
that around the other way.”

They also get to enjoy some of the money
they earn from their work through regular
outings to a movie, or train ride, or
whatever they choose to do as a group.

At the Creative Spaces (Paraparumu and
Otaki) there are options to make pottery,
weave, sew, paint, make music, dance and
play Bocce.

Pottery tutor Aki Baggott says, “we are
allowed to do whatever we think is a great
idea.”

“Yeah,” says Denis, “we give a new idea
six months and see what happens. If it
works, it works.

“We are not babysitters, we’re here to
improve their lives, to discover what
they're good at.”

Creative Space Supervisor Susan
Wildblood agrees. She works across both
sites and has taught herself how to thread
a loom and to wash and card wool in order
to support her students’ creativity.

The Otaki Creative Space also caters to
school students and those who home-
school.

The latest Shed Project satellite at Hyde
Park, Shed Creations & Collectables, is a
gallery and retail outlet for all their
creative works to be sold from.

Aki emphasises that “every handmade
item in the shop is made by someone at
The Shed, or someone connected with The
Shed.”

It also includes a wood workshop in one of
the rear sheds. Aotea works in the wood
workshop and is particularly adept with
programming their CNC (Computer
Numerical Control) machine for designs.

When the Otaki Mail asked whether he
preferred the workshop at Paraparaumu or
here at Hyde Park, Aotea said, “Here. It’s
much quieter up here. The other place is so
busy with social enterprises.”

Shed Creations & Collectables is open
Saturdays and Sundays, 10am — 4pm, with
the view to opening Thursdays and Fridays
when they can staff it.

In the meantime, they’re designing,
building, crafting, painting, weaving,
collaborating and being empowered.

“This whole Shed Project was never my
intention,” says Denis, “but everyone’s got
potential, you've just gotta find it.”

For information about courses offered,
to donate wood or fabric, or to
volunteer, see shedproject.co.nz, email
info@shedproject.co.nz, or phone 04
297 2713

Healin

BY TRACEY HALL

g horse

sensib

Iities

Evie Leniston knows firsthand that sitting
indoors across a desk from a counseller is
not always the most effective pathway for
trauma healing. Evie’s daughter’s horses,
Kass and Moose, have been her personal
therapists.

“I had to get up for them — to feed and
take care of them — every day, and they’ve
been there for me. I’'m living proof that
horses heal.”

A moment in a supermarket in April,
where Evie overheard a mother telling her
daughter that her brother Tama's
wheelchair that she was vaulting off was
“not a horse”, lead Evie to taking Kass to
Tama’s birthday as a special surprise.

Evie recalls that at the birthday gathering,
“for every single child who got on her
back, Kass reacted differently.” This in
turn lead her to establish Horse Sense
Aotearoa with the intention of providing
the space for connection and healing
interactions between humans and horses.

For Evie and Horse Sense Aotearoa, the
acronym HEAL is central: Human Equine
Assisted Learning.

“I want to have a framework strong
enough to allow it to be bespoke. I know
the Horse Sense HEAL programme is a
strong idea,” says Evie. “The horses are
the teachers. My job is to empower people
with horsemanship knowledge that keeps
them safe and allows them to connect and
be present.”

left: Evie Leniston with Moose.
image: Tracey Hall

Evie has three well-suited horse teachers
in her care: Kass (22), the lead mare;
Moose (11) an eventing gelding; and
Indie-Rose (4), who’s learning. At the time
of the Otaki Mail’s visit, 12-year-old
Shetland pony Little Miss Faith was on her
way to join the herd.

From a marketing and media-production
background in Poneke, and early
childhood training, Evie says she has a
passion for helping people.

Her passion combined with horse
experience, supporting her daughter’s (the
Maori Equestrian) riding, tikanga Maori
informing her practice, and finding the
perfect site in Otaki, Evie believes can
provide positive experiences for those who
are open to healing through horses.

She can envision healing horse hubs
across the motu. With a registered
counsellor, Evie is working on building
relationships with the aim of a rongoa
Maori healer and a neurodivergent
adminstrator coming on board.

She is seeking funding to support her
kaupapa. She’s hopes “other counsellors
will bring their clients here.”

Evie hopes, too, to be able to sustain a
“koha kaupapa for Otaki locals — whether
the koha be mahi or kai for the horses —
some way of giving back to be a part of
this journey.”

Evie can be contacted through her
Facebook and Tiktok pages Horse Sense
Aotearoa, by phoning 021 233 8838, or
by emailing horsesenseotaki@gmail.com
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Kora (above) on stage at Hori's fifth
annual Matariki on Moana, 11 July; and,
at right, Hollie Smith.

image: Tracey Hall

Out and about:
Matariki in Otaki

/Matariki marks the Maori New Year — it's a time for
remembrance, celebrating the present, and looking to the
future.

This year called for a focus on inclusion and encouraging
all people to celebrate Matariki together as one. This
couldn’t have been more true here in Otaki as people from
across the community and wider Wellington region
gathered to celebrate.

Among events lighting up the town were the Otaki Pottery
Club’s annual Star Glaze ceramic festival and a popular
family races day at Otaki-Maori Racing Club. Both events
drew significant crowds over the long weekend.

The main attraction of the weekend was the Matariki on
Moana festival organised by Hori. This year's festival saw
crowds gather in the sunshine to listen to the music of
Tawaz, Hollie Smith and Kora. The night before, revellers
enjoyed a night of live music at The Tele Hotel.

In July, weaver Pip Devonshire undertook the WOVEN
residency in the Nga Wawata space at Otaki Library.
Visitors marvelled at her original take on the purapura
whetl design, which represents stars.

-

~

Toi Matarau continued Te Ata Puaao First
Light of Dawn over Matariki. This image is
from Atua by Steve Gibbs

image: Toi Matarau

Charlotte of band
Toru Wha sings at
The Tele Hotel's
Matariki music
evening, Friday 10
July.

image: Duane Watt

Star Glaze first-
time exhibitor Tom
Beauchamp with
his works that are
"experiments with
combinations of
materials" he uses
in earth-brick
building.

image: Tracey Hall

Weaver Pip Devonshire works on the third
tukutuku panel in her Te Ara Rau series
during her WOVEN residency in July.

Otaki College held their first Hautapu
on the last day of term, 3 July.

image: Megan Nelson-Latu

images: Nikki Papatsoumas
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Arts & books

Korero with author Tthema Baker

image: Coalition for Books
The Otaki Mail spoke with Tthema Baker
(Ngati Raukawa te Au ki te Tonga, Atiawa
ki Whakarongotai, Ngati Toa Rangatira)
16 July, ahead of the launch of his third
novel, One Day a Taniwha — a tale of tane
Maori, fatherhood and mental health.

Otaki Mail : The book is pretty
devastating — not without hope — and 1
found the main character of Hohepa hard
to like at first.

Tihema Baker : I’'m prepared for that, |
don’t want him to be this perfectly likeable
guy. | want readers to think,Oh, god, what
are you doing?!’

As long as people do connect with him
and people realise he, like many tane, just
wants to be a good father. But he wasn’t
set up for that. He doesn’t have the
template and that’s the case for a lot of
Maori men. That’s kinda what the book is
about.

OM : You worked for Te Aka Whai Ora,
[disestablished by the coalition
government in February 2024] and you
learned some serious statistics around
mental health and Mdaori men.

TB : The book is informed by two key
experiences. The first, probably obviously,
is my own experience as a new father. I
had my own mental health challenges in
those early months with my first child.

That was also happening while I was
working for Te Aka Whai Ora, where I
was leading a project that was
investigating kaupapa Maori approaches to
compulsory mental health care.

That took me around the motu visiting
acute in-patient mental-health facilities —
but also just a lot of literature and data
about mental illness, particularly for
Maori. I was, unsurprisingly, drawn to the
mental-health challenges of tane Maori.
What I saw was a pretty obvious

correlation between the mental-health
issues that tane Maori are facing and the

high rates of of domestic violence, abuse
and suicide that Maori men feature in.

All of those things kinda came together in
this book.

The funny thing is, when we talk about
kaupapa Maori approaches to mental
healthcare, it’s actually not rocket science.
It’s not that complex, and in many ways
it’s really quite universal, basic human
stuff.

OM : You have a Maori mental-health
nurse in the book who's quietly pivotal.
She makes a connection with Hepa in an
understated kind of way.

TB : Yeah, and that’s reflective, too, of my
observations. Often you get Maori people,
individuals, scattered throughout the
system, who bring that Maoritanga to it,
but because that’s not baked into the way
we provide services, it’s dependent on
those individuals. Which isn’t really
conducive to everyone receiving that sort
of care.

OM : The story is set super locally — in
Waikanae — not quite Otaki, but there are
a couple of shout-outs to Otaki.

TB : I wanted to have a couple of call-outs
to Otaki. It’s quite cool to be able to
ground it so heavily here in Kapiti. I
whakapapa to Atiawa ki Whakarongotai in
Waikanae and I’m heavily involved with
the iwi there. I do a bit of work for them.
It was nice to be able to base it there in
that community — even though Te Ati Awa
isnot named, and I did that intentionally.

OM : There’ll be three other writers at
your book launch. Will they be in
conversation with you?

TB : They’ll be doing readings. The idea
behind that was these are writers who I’'m
connected with personally and have a
relationship to Otaki.

Pera is probably an obvious one — we’re
fairly closely related.

Anahera — we go back to when I did a
Masters course in creative writing. She
was the Kaitautoko for Maori students.

Fergus and I did the creative writing
course in the same year, but different
classes — he did non-fiction writing.

I’m really grateful to have their support at
the launch.

Tihema Baker's One Day a Taniwha will
be launched at the Maoriland Hub in
collaboration with Moa Press/Hachette
and Books & Co. All welcome.

Guest readings from Pera Barrett,
Anahera Gildea and Fergus Porteous.
Tuesday 11 August, 6pm, Maoriland,

68 Main Street, Otaki.

RSVP via this Hachette link, or email
otaki@booksandco.co.nz

Otaki Players return to resounding applause

BY JACQUI SIMPSON

The Otaki Players’ curtain call on the opening night of

image: Tracey Hall

Jagged Little Pill at the Civic Theatre, 9 July.

It was wonderful to be back in the Civic
Theatre after so long, for the Otaki
Players’ production of Little Jagged Pill.

The theatre has had an extensive refresh
and, with a full house on a Friday evening,
was full of excitement and energy.

The show is based around the music of
Alanis Morissette and features a live band
on stage on a mezzanine platform. The set
was simple but effective, with four
asymmetrical panels that moved to create
different performance spaces, enhanced by
projected images and lighting.

The story features dark themes such as
addiction, racism and sexual abuse, which
the cast all handle with emotional and
nuanced performances.

Kristy Butterfield was a strong lead as
Mary Jane Healy, alongside husband
Anthony Butterfield (playing Steve

Healy). Dominc van den Berg and Sjan
Giles-Oza played their roles well as
complex teenagers navigating all the
challenges they have to face.

Standouts, in addition to the four main
family characters, were supporting actors
Nadi Figur-Ambler who played Jo, Sam
Saili who played Phoenix and Katie
Brownless who played Bella.

The music is challenging at times, but the
musicians and singers brought energy and
polish to each number. The ensemble
played their parts with considerable energy
and the audience responded with
appreciation — especially to the well-
known numbers.

Overall, it was a great night out in our
local theatre.

Congratulations, Otaki Players.

Share your story with Michéle A’Court

Award-winning comedian, actor and
writer Michele A’Court is returning to
Otaki this spring as part of the In Other
Words (IOWO) Otaki Storytellers’
Residency Programme.

A’Court will lead a two-hour storytelling
workshop at Books & Co, Tuesday 8
September, 5.30pm to 7.30pm.

The workshop will help aspiring
storytellers shape and strengthen their
stories.

There are only 12 places available. To
apply, participants need to submit a

250-word outline of the story they would
like to tell by Spm, 21 August.

Words and Wheels at the Repair Café

IOWO 2026 resident Ashleigh Young —
writer, editor and passionate cyclist — will
present Words and Wheels: A Repair
Reading at 11am, 6 September,
Gertrude Atmore Supper Room, Otaki
Memorial Hall, in partnership with
Energise Otaki’s Repair Café.

Young will read from her work on cycling,
sharing stories and reflections inspired by
life on two wheels. The free 20-minute
reading will be followed by a Q&A
session. Just turn up!

Principal sponsor for this residency
programme is Kelly & Co, with thanks
also going to other key supporters,
including Kapiti Coast District Council/the
Creative Communities Scheme, the Otaki
Community Board and Otaki Women's
Community Club.

For more information about these and

other residency events, visit IOWO.org.
nz.

OTAKI IN THE NEWS ~ 1908

Selected from early New
Zealand newspapers, as
written and published
at that time.

April 7

The sad news of the death of Mr. Hakaraia
te Whena, a well-known land and commission
agent, whose drapery premises were only a
few months ago destroyed by fire, reached
here late on Saturday, and cast a decided
gloom over the Natives of this coast. He was
just about to return from Waitotara by train,
when he expired from heart disease. He
leaves a widow and several children, among
the number, being Wata, Joe, and Kehu, the
well-known footballers. Only recently one
of the sons, Watene, died, and within two
years previous to this Mr. Hakaraia te Whena
lost two other children. Maoris are flocking
jnto Otaki from all parts, and the tangi
promises to be one of the largest held on this
Coast. It
is not generally known that the deceased was
a leading chief of the Ngati Wehiwehi tribe,
a sub-tribe of the Ngati Raukawa. Of recent

date he has taken a leading interest on the
amalgamation of the Otaki and Porirua
Trust, and was a prominent member of the
racing club, while in the olden days he was
instrumental in getting the land in Otaki
township subdivided. He was also the licensee
of the old Central Hotel, which was erected
in the early days by him. Up to the time of
his death he was without much doubt the
most prominent Maori of the district.
April 25

Ropata Te Ao, the well-known Otaki Maori
rangatira, died at his residence on Thursday
afternoon. Deceased was in his usual good
health until about a week ago, after which
he sank rapidly. The late Ropata te Ao (says
the "Otaki Mail") was about 78 years of age,
and had lived practically all his life in the
district. He was, at the time of his death, the
leading chieftain of the Ngati Raukawa tribe,
and recognised as one of the foremost

Natives in the Dominion. For three years,
succeeding the late Hoani Taipua, he was
Maori member of Parliament for the
Western Division, being succeeded in this
position by the present member, Henare
Kaihau. He was patron of the local Maori
Racing Club, and in all matters affecting
the Native race was recognised as one of
the foremost men in the district. Deceased
leaves only one son, Mr. Hema R. Te Ao,
one of the leading chieftains of the
district, and a man very widely respected
among both Europeans and Maoris. The
late Ropata Te Ao was a magnificent
specimen of the Maori, being a man of
splendid physique, tall, heavily built, and
of a commanding appearance. Already
large numbers of Natives are pouring into
Otaki from all sides. It is anticipated that
the tangi will be one of the largest held
locally for many years.
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Otaki Library
Hours:

Nga Arotakenga MaiiTe Mon-Tue: 5am-6om
Whare Whakamatau o Otaki Wed: 10am-5pm

Thu-Fri: 9am-5pm
Sat: 1T0am-4pm

Otaki Library: Corner of Main Street and Aotaki Street, Otaki

What art where

Toi Matarau gallery at the Maoriland
Hub has extended the group exhibition,
Te Ata Piao - the first light of dawn, and
will gradually move into a new exhibition.

The Tote Modern Gallery, Otaki Pottery
Club: Sarah Bromley, Sarah Brock and
Vaune Mason. Nature-inspired sculpture,
glasswork, weaving and crochet. Opens
6 August, 5:30pm. All welcome.

Nga Wawata, Otaki Library, has works
by the students of Te Wananga o
Raukawa in Te Wa o Puanga, until the

end of August. AT « Vet consultations  « Radiology

Old Courthouse Gallery is a co- K / W * Nurse consultations * Dentals

operative space with retail and changing ' i - + Vaccinations » Soft tissue surgery
exhibitions. J » D"a—aexing . Drthdpa'adir_;--surgew
Nga Toi Waihanga ki Otaki is a gallery/ + Microchipping + Hospitalisation
shop/studio space. > L '

Otaki Heritage Museum has Te T4one
o Otaki: Otaki Town 1920—1989.

The HOAI gallery has art + apparel. . @ www.otakivets.nz otaki.contact@tvg.co.nz
Toi MAHARA has Brent Wong: Paintings ' t, 06 364 6941 Q 269 Mill Road, Otaki 5512

from the artist's collection, in the
Heritage Gallery, until 30 August.
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Zero Waste Otaki update

BY DAVE MACINTYRE

image supplied
Course leader Michelle (left) and
booking coordinator Rose, with  _
their certificate of thanks from ZWO

Carpentry workshops for women, taught
by women and organised by women at
Zero Waste Otaki have reached a
milestone, celebrating their first year in
which 126 women have attended 22
workshops.

Since starting in May 2025, the
workshops run by local professional
handywoman Michelle Grenside have
been more successful than ZWO ever
imagined.

ZWO committee member Rose Siva, who
conceived the idea of women’s workshops
as part of our education outreach into the
community, says the feedback has been
outstanding.

“Local women have really taken to the
concept of learning basic construction
skills when working with wood and
woodworking tools, including power
tools, giving them the chance to learn by
doing — and taking home what they’ve
built.

“Many have progressed to more advanced
courses and some have become helpers at
further workshops or even ZWO
volunteers.

“It is rewarding to see women come back
to us with comments such as ‘awesome
workshop, great mentors...’, ‘totally
loved yesterday, keen to do the
intermediate ...”, and ‘I had a fun time at

5 9

the workshop and learned a lot’.

Delivered at the ZWO site next to the
Otaki landfill, each four-hour session is
designed for a small group and includes
all materials, tools and instruction.

Rose says that ZWO makes the courses as
accessible and affordable as possible to
local women, so is subsidising the cost
while the participants give a koha
according to what they can afford.

She says that recycled wood from the
ZWO site is used for the courses but
fixings have to be bought — “we would be
really keen to find someone who could
supply galvanised screws as we use a lot
in the workshops.”

Information and registration for the
courses can be found at https://tinyurl.
com/Carpentry-Workshops

ZWO recycles good-quality demolition
timbers away from the landfill and direct
to the public. We sort into categories such
as interior framing wood, piles, fence
posts, palings, decking, doors, windows,
native timbers and plywood. Our
volunteers will direct you to what you
need.

ZWO is open every Wednesday. 9.30—
11am and on the last Sunday of the month
from 9.30am — noon.

To keep up to date with what’s new see
the ZWO Facebook page - www.
facebook.com/groups/zerowasteotaki.nz

*Plumbing " Gasfitting~

e Residental
e Commercial

e Wetbacks
e Woodburners

e Solar Hot Water Systems

= Roofing =
New and re-roofing
Longrun coloursteel
P.V.C & Coloursteel Spouting
Repairs and Maintenance

Flashing Fabrication
Sheetmetal Work

0272436 451

06 3626595

LV ELELCGT

Mayor’s monthly column

BY MAYOR OF KAPITI COAST JANET HOLBOROW

image supplied
from left: Rawiri Rikihana, Mayor
Janet Holborow, Fraser Rettie and
Otaki College Principal Andy
Fraser.

Some very special events were hosted at
Raukawa Marae during the past month.

The first was the launch of the
Maramataka calendar which was created
by Ngati Koroki ki Otaki in partership
with Council.

The first Maramataka calendar was
created in 2008, and each year since then
the calendar highlights a different theme
alongside educating and providing
guidance on the optimal times to plant,
harvest and fish.

This year the calendar features incredible
photographs of local landmarks, and
provides a historic context hinged around
geographical locations in the Otaki area.
For me seeing these sites and hearing
about the history of local hapti was hugely
educational.

The second special event was the powhiri
for the 2026 Otaki Scholar, Fraser Rettie.
The scholarship allows the Head Boy
from Robert Gordon’s College in
Aberdeen, Scotland, to travel to New

Zealand for a seven-week trip, and
student leaders from Otaki to travel to
Scotland.

At the powhiri, Fraser gave a speech
outlining the history behind the
scholarship, which has its background in
the sinking of the SS Otaki in 1917, and
spoke of the opportunities for learning
and connection the programme provides.

Thanks to Ngati Raukawa Marae for
hosting this powhiri alongside many other
important cultural and community events,
and to the support of Nga Hapii o Otaki
for their support of this kaupapa.

On another note, the opening night of the
Otaki Players’ production Jagged Little
Pill was the first performance in the
renovated Civic Theatre. It was wonderful
to see the place packed out and working
so well, and the production was
outstanding.

Written by Alanis Morisette and Glen
Ballard, based on a book by Diablo Cody,
this piece of musical theatre is inspired by
the album of the same name, and deals
with some challenging themes.

It’s not an easy production to pull in
terms of the acting and musical difficulty,
but the Otaki Players did so brilliantly,
and the result was moving and powerful.
The characters were believable and
loveable through their flaws, and the main
actors and chorus performed with strength
and energy. The seven-piece band
provided a raw, authentic musical
backdrop to the on-stage action.

It’s great to be able to see these quality
productions locally, and to have a theatre
company that isn’t afraid to take on the
less-performed and more challenging
productions, and it’s also great that we
have a community which supports these
shows.

Windows & Apple

Anti-Virus,

MS Office

New Systems, Upgrades
Migrations & Maintenance

Backup & Recovery

steve@techman.nz

022 315 7018
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Otaki MP’s report

BY MP FOR OTAKI TIM COSTLEY

Otaki Community Board

BY OTAKI COMMUNITY BOARD MEMBER JACKIE ELLIOTT

image supplied
above: Tim at Otaki Kindergarten.

Every parent in Otaki knows that
balancing the joy of a newborn with the
cost of living is no small feat. That is why
National are backing local families with
more flexibility, longer leave, and some
extra help to pay the bills.

If you’ve ever tried to juggle a newborn
baby, a toddler running around the
lounge, spending time at home with your
new family but also still needing to pay
the bills, then you’ll know that raising
young kids is both the best and the busiest
job in the world.

Here in Otaki, I talk to young parents
every week who are trying to balance
their careers with that precious time at
home. They tell me that every bit of help

matters, and that’s why National is
backing our local families.

If re-elected, National will extend paid
parental leave out to 30 weeks by 2029.
It’s not just about more time at home; it’s
about more flexibility. Right now, rules
can make it tricky for both mums and
dads to be home together. Under our plan,
parents will have the option to take their
paid leave at the same time. So, instead of
one parent taking 30 weeks, both parents
could share that time together for up to 15
weeks in those crucial early months.

We are also making sure parents aren't
penalised when they return to work. We
are protecting changes so working mums
and dads don’t see their holiday pay drop
just because they took time out to care for
their baby. We will also continue paying
into KiwiSaver for parents on paid leave,
keeping those retirement savings growing.

As our children grow, so too the
challenges change. That is where
FamilyBoost comes in. Childcare can be a
big barrier in helping mums and dad
return to work, but our FamilyBoost puts
real money back into the pockets of
hardworking families by helping cover
those early childhood education costs.

That is available to all Otaki families
today, and gives you a refund on ECE
costs. It’s targeted relief that rewards
work and helps you get ahead while your
children are young.

Whether it’s extra weeks at home with a
newborn, flexible leave options, or easing
the cost of childcare through
FamilyBoost, National is backing our
skilled people and local families.

It’s all part of our plan to fix the basics
for young families, and build a stronger
future right here in Otaki.

imagg supplied
Exactly two years ago, Prime Minister
Christopher Luxon speaking at the Local
Government New Zealand (LGNZ)
annual conference directed that councils
should stop funding the four wellbeings:
social, economic, environmental and
cultural.

Having had very little clear instruction
since then, and as our Otaki community
grapples with the midwinter costs of
keeping warm, fed, sheltered and healthy,
social wellbeing is very much at the
forefront for your Otaki community board
members.

If you missed last month's column by
Rhyna Taratoa, here is the information
again about how to access the free
Raukawa Whanau Ora Clinic in Levin.
The clinic is there for times when you
cannot see your local doctor. It is

available for all. They are located at 75A
Parker Street, Levin, and it is helpful to
phone them first to check if they can meet
your needs on 0800 368 111.

For those who have a practitioner's
referral for an x-ray under ACC, there is a
walk-in x-ray service during business
hours available for Otaki patients at
Pacific Radiology — the purple building at
150 Kapiti Road, Paraparaumu. The cost
is the ACC surcharge. If they can’t see
you immediately, they will secure you the
next available appointment time so that
long uncertain waits being triaged to a
waiting room seat can be avoided.

The community board recently met with
the Otaki Public Housing Group, which
has been set up by locals concerned about
the housing situation in Otaki. As the
local arm of a national organisation, they
have a petition seeking cross-party
agreement to ensure housing security as a
human right. They are holding a public
meeting with political candidates in Otaki
at the Gertrude Atmore Supper Room,
5.30pm, 11 August, and you are invited to
attend. The Otaki Community Board will
be there to ensure that the social
wellbeing of our community comes first,
no matter what the outcome of the next
election is.

&

e Headstones, Plaques &
Restoration work

e Personalised, memorable
and meaningful services

WAIKANAE

e Preplanning consultations e Fully qualified staff

www.waikanaefuneralhome.co.nz

04 293 6844

info@wfhome.co.nz, 17 Parata Street, Waikanae

HOME

e Grief support

e Kaitawa Crematorium &
Chapel, located in
Waikanae Cemetery
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Handy folk to know:

AA

Cancer Support

Otaki Medical Centre
Plunket

St John Health Shuttle
Stroke Support

Te Puna Oranga o Otaki

Alcohol Drug Helpline
Depression Helpline
Healthline

Lifeline

Mental Health Crisis
Samaritans

Victim Support
Youthline

Community Group

Citizens Advice

Cobwebs Op-Shop
Community Club
Community Patrol
Energise Otaki

Friends of the Otaki River

0800 229 6757
06 367 8065
06 364 8555
06364 7261

0800 589 630
021962 366
0800 685 364

0800 787 797
0800 111757
0800611116
0800 543 354
0800653 357
0800 727 666
0800 842 846
0800376 633

0800 243 266
0211531517
06 364 5558
021885514
06 364 6579
06 364 8664
020 483 6300
06 364 8754
020 446 9278
027 4443015
022033 7321

Friends of the Otaki Rotunda 027 683 0213

Genealogy
Kapiti Coast Grey Power
Let’s Sing

Otaki Dance Group
Otaki Foodbank

Otaki Heritage Museum
Otaki Players

Poetry in Otaki (PIO)
Otaki Pottery Club

RSA

06 364 7263
04902 5680
06 364 8731
06 364 8303
06 364 0608
06 364 0051
06 364 6886
06 364 6491
021977 834
06 364 8053
06 364 6221

Waitohu Stream & Dune Care 020 459 6321
Women's Club otakiwomensclub@outlook.com

Zero Waste Otaki

Kids Market
Mainly Music
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Marriage celebran

Annie Christie (& funeral)

Roofers
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Otaki Shuttles
Transport Tararua Ranges

Otaki Veterinary Centre
Vets on Riverbank

Mowers & Enginee

MAC Engineering
MES Kapiti
Riverbank Engineering

Window & Door Repairs
iGlaze

Rest Homes

Enliven, Levin
Ocean View, Otaki

028 8520 9936

022616 5167
063647099
06 364 8949
06 364 3411

027 480 4803
027 756 2230
027 664 8369

0800 577 663
027 243 6451

06 364 6001
027 262 4462

06 364 6941
06 364 6942

021156 7908
06 364 5411
06 364 7444

06 364 8886
0211199164

06349 1409
06364 7399

CPRE - Callum Pearson

MAC Electrical

Paul Pearce Electrical
Sparky Tom Ltd
Washington's Electrical

Concrete Work
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Concrete Doctors
Koastal Kerb
Rasmac Contractors

Estate Agents

Harcourts

Kelly & Co
Professionals
Property Brokers
Tall Poppy

Funeral Directors
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Kapiti Coast Funeral
Waikanae Funeral Home

027 695 8925
027318 2910

06364 6146
027 699 3743
027958 0102

0274 466 592

06 364 8634
027 554 0003
0274 443 041

06 364 5284
06 364 0404
063647720
06 364 8350
027 443 2897

06 368 2954
06368 8108
04298 5168
04293 6844

Wgtn & Otaki Natural Burials 0800 326 752

Futurisk Kapiti
Nurseries & Garde

JoY Gardening Service
Talisman Nursery
Te Horo Garden Centre

The Perennial Garden Shop
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Kapiti Coast Distri
Otaki Sevice Centre
Toll Free
Otaki Library
Otaki Swimming Pool

Hobson Mills Law
Wakefields Lawyers

Agar Fenwick Ltd
Hine Accountants Ltd
PG Accountants

Temperton & Associates Ltd

Commercial Cleani
Jamie's Cleaning

Duke's Plumbing
Henderson Plumbing
Ryan Plumbing & Gas

Central Auto Services

Otaki Collision Repairs
Otaki Motors

SRS Auto Engineering

Computers
TechMan

Otaki Bowls & Pétanque
Otaki Sports Club
Rahui Football & Athletics

06364 6123

027 247 8121

0210246 4474

06364 2142
021329 408
06364 8758

06 364 9301
0800 486 486
06364 9317
06 364 5542

063647190
04970 3600

06 364 8696
06 364 8077
06777 6069
06777 6001

027738 7111

022 543 8789
06 364 5252
027 243 6451

06 368 2037
06 364 7495
068259199
06 364 3322

0223157018

027 555 5291
0273271179
06 364 5980

Titans Swimming Club otakitsc@gmail.com

Bec's Shed
Storage
Otaki Secure Storage

022 308 1672

0800 364 632

Otaki Library, Mondays 10.30am — 12.30pm

OTAKI
OP SHOP

23 Matene Street, Otaki
Monday - Saturday
oh 06 3645524

Good, used clothing for sale

Lots of bric-a-brac from $1

Baby clothing §1 Adult shoes $3- 95
Children's clothing 52

Adult clothing $4 Assortment of antiques
(or as priced) for sale

~

Thanks to Paul Pearce Electrical for supporting our shop.

Main Street

Tuesday - Friday
10-4pm

Saturday
10-1pm

Currently in need of;

\(hildren's dlothing, toys & games

Cobwebs 0p-Shop

\

* Concrete Placing ¢ Floors ¢ Paths
* Driveways * Exposed Aggregates

=

-

ph. 0274 466 592
bevanconcrete@xtra.co.nz

QUALITY ASSURED

OTAKI LOCKSMITH

RANCHSLIDER &
WINDOW REPAIRS
RANCHSLIDER: Wheels & Locks - TRACKS REPAIRED
WINDOW: Hinges replaced & new catches fitted
KEYS: cut LOCKS: repaired or new locks fitted
Phone Sam Whitt NOW

021 073 5955

Specialised repair

J

Window & Door Repairs

| fix all Doors, Windows

& Conservatories

Locks * Rollers
Handles * Stays
Glass * Leaks
Draughts * Seals

Call Mike Watson
Free 0800 620 720
or Otaki 364 8886

Find me at; www.windowseal.co.nz
Or like at; facebook.com/windowseal

Kapiti Bike Repwir.nz
Pick-up and drop-off bicycle service
for the Kapiti region.

D 021 537 467

kapitibikerepair@gmail.com

Highly experienced bicycle mechanic Declan Cox
also sells new bikes and parts, and retro parts,
on DECOBIKES TradeMe shop.

* Services outside of greater Otaki incur a $10 transport fee.

Phone: 0274 443 041
or 0274 401 738

« Earthmoving / Aggregate
« Drainage Site Works / Section Clearing
 Driveway Excavation / Tarseal / Hot Mix
» Top Soil / Farm Roads

Funerals, your way

0800 326 752

Natural Burials

www.ecofunerals.co.nz £}

Otaki Churches welcome you

BAPTIST

Cnr Te Manuao Road/Old SH1
Otaki

tel: 06 364 8540

Service: 10am

PRESBYTERIAN
249 Mill Road, Otaki
Rev. Peter L. Jackson
tel: 06 364 6346
Worship: 11am

ANGLICAN
Otaki All Saints Church
47 Te Rauparaha Street, Otaki
tel: 06 364 7099
Service: Sunday 10am, All Saints Church
For Hadfield Hall bookings:
email: office@otakianglican.nz

Otaki Rangiatea Church ]
33-37 Te Rauparaha Street, Otaki
Sunday Eucharist: 9am
Church viewing hours, school term
Mon-Fri, 9.30am - 1.30pm
tel: 06 364 6838
email: rangiatea.church(@xtra.co.nz

Acts Churches, The HUB 1

157 Tasman Road, Otaki f!

tel: 06 364 6911 A
Family service: 10:15am

Big Wednesday: 10:15am

CATHOLIC

St Mary’s ‘Pukekaraka’
4 Convent Road b
Fr. Simi Volavola
el: 021 0822 8926 B — T
Mass Timetable:
Tue-Fri: 10am
Sunday: 10am
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Bike run and rldes for house-fire whanau

Close friends of Ashlee and her five
children — who lost their Otaki home to a
fire in June — organised a motorbike
fundraiser for them at Otaki Beach in
July.

Ashleigh’s friends Cameron and Jackie,
with a helpful crew, arranged a bike run
from Mana to Marine Parade, Otaki
Beach, where there were raffles, bbq and
drinks, and motorbike rides for children
and adults, from midday Friday 10 July.

Seventy-eight bikes registered for the
bike run from Mana, at $25 each, and
another 20 local bikes met them at Marine
Parade.

“We were blown away at the amount of
families that came down and bought
sausages, participated in raffles and
bought kids bike rides,” says Cameron.
“The rides were a big hit, with one lady
buying five rides for herself!”

Many local businesses generously
donated products and services for the
raffles: Twim Cam Motorcycles; Aroha’s
Way — She Fades; KS Beauty Studio;
Olah Acai — Brazil in a Bowl; Shoreline
Cinema; Long Beach Tavern; Hey
Coastie; Absolute Skin Care; and Union
Tattoo.

Dolphin Showers & Bathrooms
contributed money toward the cost of
food for the bbq and drinks.

A total of $3270 was raised for Ashlee
and whanau.

Rahui Sportclub, with generous support
from Waiopehu College, also ran a
Sausage Sizzle fundraiser for this
whanau, Saturday 4 July.

The givealittle page, established by
Monica Mansell, is still active for those
who wish to donate to Ashlee Walton:
https://givealittle.co.nz/

Search?g:House—‘rﬁre—‘,—Rangiuru above: Stacey Raika With Jahlyla
Ferreira on board his Harley trike.

imag: Trae y Hall

Kapiti Burgers ‘n’ Bikes is another motorbike group.

Their next fundraiser event will support Bailey Newbould to represent
New Zealand at the 100th FIM International Six-day Enduro, in Portugal,
in October.

The fundraiser is scheduled for Sunday 9 August at the Railway Hotel,
from 12pm. All welcome.
‘Good people. Great food. Support our champion.’

For further Kapiti Burgers 'n' Bikes fundraisers, contact Steve McHattie
through the Facebook page Kapiti Burgers n Bikes.
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ACROSS
1. Up among the games one gives one's backing (8)
7. State | was ready to do some gardening, one is told (5)
8. Day after a loss, it's unpleasant to have a line of rulers (7)
9. Reporter's self-announcement may carry weight (7)
10. Repeat another's words from the chorus (4)
12. An adult has two ways to enter the clique (5-2)
14. Old men would make odd tars (7)
17. Cast an eye over the body-picture (4)
18. Between the epistle and the gospel it happens a bit at a
time (7)
21. An aficionado may have voted for the East twice (7)
22. Are going back to sea almost to wipe it out (5)
23. A Crimean version of the New World (8)
DOWN
1. All at once about five hundred nudes are turned out (6)
. May have a leaning towards song, following a writer (8)
. Displace what's 23 in the Old Testament (4)
. Is doing one's best to be annoying (6)

s> (o2

ACROSS

1. Props (8)

7. State of the USA (5)

8. Succession of monarchs of
same family (7)

9. Make one's mark (7)

. Return sound (4)

. An adult, to a child (5-2)

. Weak, childish old people (7) 7.

. Examine closely, critically (4)

. Gentle and slow (7)

DOWN

. Abrupt, unexpected (6)

. Decided taste, liking (8)

. Eject, expel (4)

. Attempting (6)

. Bald top of head (4)

. Idle, malicious, scandalous
tales (6)

AN WN—

11. Hold a drinking-bout (7)
13. Sleep-inducing drug (8)

. A fan (7) 14. Stabbing-weapon (6)
. Rub out (5) 15. Infrequently (6)
.US (8) 16. Resident doctor in hospital

(6)
19. On opponents' ground (4)
20. On top of (4)

. Chit-chat pigs find so upsetting (6)

. Irreverent as one politician is with notes of his borrowings
()
Make merry or cause it to do so (7)

2
3
4
5. Head will stick heartlessly at it (4)
6
7

11.

Lacking respect, irreverent (7)

13. Carton broken up when in charge of drug (8) 5

14. Obelus Macbeth thought he saw before him (6)

15. Elms do get destroyed, but not often (6) 6 4 2 3

16. Confine people one by one, it is said (6)

19. To take it so may yet be for home consumption (4)

20. All this being to spare, it's at an end (4) 1 3 9
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glv[c|sle[t|6]z]9]| | Otaki residents sought for at ki E
sl6le[c[9[v[e[8l] | traffic-cone tracking programme ari Eye

The Department of Sustainable Roadworks phone crank-handle and use it to

[DSR] wants Otaki residents to help them
track native traffic-cone populations in the
town by downloading their new app,
Conetracker.

The app will help monitor the number of
cone covens (when 30 or more cones
gather within 30sqm), as well as the
movement of individual Conus Trafficus
(not to be confused with Conus Cannabis),
between covens.

Since the National Party declared cones
their spirit animal in 2022, it has been
illegal to enforce manual movement
against native cones, which has hampered
infrastructure planning.

DSR Equiverance Manager Hayley Comet
says, “Knowing if a cone migration is
underway from, for example, Domain Road
to Iti Street, will allow us to plan works for
Iti Street while a coven nests there.”

Cones prefer an open asphalt
environment, but the encroachment of
human vehicular activity has seen their
habitats put under increasing pressure.

“It was only a year ago that the ancient
breeding grounds of Mill Road were
thriving with cone covens”, she said. “Yet,
while most have moved on, there are
already new covens starting to appear on
Waerenga Road. But how cones move, in
terms of timing, direction, and collective
instinct, is still very much a mystery.”

Comet says using the app-based tracking
system is quick and intuitive.

“Simply telegram the DSR to be sent a

download the Conetracker app by turning
the crank while holding your phone against
exposed underground fibre wiring. The
fibre wiring can easily be exposed with a
shovel and axe and a healthy dose of luck.
When you see a cone, use the handle to
crank up the app and scan the cones tag.
Always crank the app down afterwards. If
the app gets too hot, your phone will
explode — have no illusions about this.
Then, telegram the DSR confirming your
upload date, location and tag number, and
also mail us a pencil sketch of your cone
photo for cross-referencing the letter,
telegram, tag number and app upload to
prevent any needless duplication — and
bang, you’re done. It’s really that easy.”

Comet also confirmed that the DSR is
looking at setting up a protected cone
reserve in Cobb Place, where all traffic
access will be prohibited for 11 months of
the year. Cobb Place residents have until
25 minutes after reading this article to
paint a visual submission on the proposal.

Advertise your business here.

We deliver to all letterboxes in urban Otaki

and rural Te Horo and South Manakau.

We also have newsstands in Otaki,

Manakau and Waikanae.

website

by phoning 027 254 2564

Competitive advertising rates
can be found on our

otakimail.co.nz or
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S P @ RT Otaki Mail's sports news is generously supported by Travis Robertson.

Otaki Bowling Club champions

BY PAUL SELBY AND DON MOSELEN

The June AGM of the Otaki Bowling Club brought to
a close a successful 2025-26 season. The club
continues to be in good heart and provides for both
competitive and the more social bowlers. The club has
regularly attracted new members adn is always on the
lookout for more.

The club is very well run by an experienced and
willing board, led by President Jane Selby-Paterson,
Vice President Ruffy Mollo, Secretary Roger Papps
and long-time Treasurer Pat Bloxham, along with
willing workers.

Members are able to play in championships, held
between October and March, as well as twice-weekly
roll-ups on Wednesdays and Sundays — with an
all-weather carpet green available all year round.

Galas are held twice-monthly with outside clubs
joining our teams in a competitive, but friendly, day’s

This year we had a number of first-time championship
winners, which is good for the club’s future. The
outstanding result for this season was a win by Jane
Selby-Paterson and Pam Lorimer in the Kapiti Coast
Centre Women'’s Pairs. It was Pam’s first Centre title
and Jane’s fifth — to give her a gold star. Jane also
won the Kapiti Centre Open Pairs to give her six
Centre titles.

Jane and Pam will compete in the NZ Champion of
Champions Women'’s Pairs in Hawkes Bay 16 August.

The club is always looking to welcome new players.
An often-heard comment in bowls is, “Why didn’t I
start when I was younger?!”

Club days are Wednesdays and Sundays, from
1pm, so just turn up. Give us a try — you will really
enjoy it.

Contact Paul by phoning 027 333 5339.

Pat Lorimer (left) and Jane Selby-Paterson. bowls.
July Results
Toa (H) Won 38-16
Porirua Vikings(A) Won 62-18 _ July Results
Randwick (H) Won 40-14  Vaikanae Won 56-23

9W /3L /0D / 2nd in comp
Comp Leader: St George

Whiti Te Ra’s Mangaroa Mark goes over in their
quarter-final win against Randwick. Photo: Scoft Kendrick

July Results
Brooklyn (A) Draw 1-1
Douglas Villa (H) Lost 2-1

7th in comp
Comp Leader: Naenae

Control! Chelsea Halliday shows top skills for OSC Kaeaea
in their home match vs Douglas Villa.  Photo: Scott Kendrick

7TW/OL/0D/1stin comp
Comp Leader: Rahui Whero

Rahui Whero’s Amira Cooper (GA) gets the ball
away, while Jasmine Ratapu (WD) watches on. Photo:Scott Kendrick

July Results
Manakau United (A) Lost 1-0
KCU Hearts (H) Lost 1-0
KC United (H) Won 3-1

Standings: 2nd in comp

Travis Robertson tickles-up a KC United player
during Purutaitama’s 3-1 win. Photo: Scott Kendrick

Travis Robertson

M 022 152 6629
E travis.robertson@pb.co.nz
B TravisPBOtaki

travisrobertson.pb.co.nz
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Titahi Bay S7 and S8 South Beach Access Road

Waterfront serenity meets lifestyle opportunity

Where blue skies meet salty tides, beautiful memories naturally arrive. Positioned at the
sought-after southern end of Titahi Bay, these two north-facing boat sheds capture all-day
sunshine and an enviable waterfront setting. More than simply a place to store the boat,
they offer a rare opportunity to embrace a laid-back coastal lifestyle, a private retreat
where time slows down and the sea is never far away. Set on a solid concrete slab, the
sheds feature open-plan living designed for easy coastal use, offering both versatility and
durability.
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For Sale $129,000

View By appointment
Web pb.co.nz/KPU213434

Julita Manning
M 027 221 6488

Otaki 9/17 Waerenga Road

Sun, space, simplicity

Tucked privately away off the road frontage in the ever popular Jubilee Gardens, this near-
new, two-bedroom fee simple home, creates the perfect blend of comfort, simplicity, and
effortless living from the moment you arrive. Positioned for all day sun, this thoughtfully
designed home encourages you to slow down and simply enjoy from the moment you
arrive. Built in 2022 by A1 Homes, complemented by full double glazing and a heat pump
for year-round providing warmth, comfort, and easy living throughout every season.
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For Sale Buyers $615,500+
View Sun 2 Aug 11.30 - 12.00pm
Web pb.co.nz/0TU226679

Julita Manning
M 027 221 6488

Otaki 14 Dittmer Street

Solid, spacious and full of love

He pakari te tuapapa, he manawa nui - A strong foundation, a big heart, this charming
1960s timber home embodies the spirit of this whakatauki, beautifully showcasing the
craftsmanship of its era, from its beautiful native timber flooring and timber joinery to its
classic weatherboard exterior and painted corrugated iron roof, this 110m2 (approx) three
bedroom home is built with enduring quality, filled with warmth, character, and a
welcoming sense of homeliness.

b=tz w1 mmq BN
Deadline Sale closes Friday 21st
August, 2026 at 2.00pm, (unless sold
prior)

View By appointment

Web pb.co.nz/0TU232005

Julita Manning
M 027 221 6488

Otaki Beach 37 Kiharoa Street

Peaceful perfection

Tucked away behind private fences, this beautifully restored villa is a true sanctuary with a
calming blue exterior, welcoming yellow doors and a playful interior. Fully renovated over
the last few years, while carefully retaining its original character and charm, this is a home
where villa elegance meets modern comfort. Inside, you will find three double bedrooms,
including the relaxing master suite complete with walk in wardrobe and a stylish ensuite.
The beautifully renovated kitchen offers a spacious environment for whipping up your
favourite dishes and enjoys peaceful views across the stunning gardens.
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For Sale By Negotiation

View By appointment
Web pb.co.nz/0TU217508

Travis Robertson
M 022152 6629

Te Horo 294 Te Waka Road

Lifestyle for a reason

Designed with family living in mind, this home provides generous space for everyday life.
This five-bedroom home has endless opportunities with a 3+ car garage, there is room for
everyone and everything as the vendor perfectly describes it, “Everything has a home.” This
philosophy is felt throughout, making family life simple and enjoyable. Set on
approximately 3,035 m2 of beautifully maintained land, the property offers flexibility and
space for everyone, with multiple living options both indoors and out. At the heart of the
property is a stunning heated swimming pool, perfect for year-round entertaining.
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For Sale By Negotiation

View By appointment
Web pb.co.nz/0TL223829

Julita Manning

M 027 221 6488
Travis Robertson
M 022152 6629

Otaki 14 Dunstan Street

A home to enjoy today, potential for tomorrow

Positioned on a generous 885m2 fully fenced section, this quality 1963 weatherboard
home offers space, sunshine and a location that is hard to beat. Whether you're a first
home buyer, growing family, downsizer or investor, this is a property that delivers comfort,
practicality and future potential. The home features three well proportioned bedrooms, a
family bathroom with a separate toilet, and a light filled living area that flows effortlessly
from the kitchen and dining space. The lounge enjoys all day sun and is complemented by
a gas fire, providing warmth and comfort on those cold winter days.
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Deadline Sale closes Thursday 30th
July, 2026 at 4.00pm, (unless sold prior)
View By appointment

Web pb.co.nz/0TU226998

Travis Robertson
M 0221526629

Te Horo 1191-1193 State Highway 1

Buy the home, buy the land, or secure it all

Option 1: House and land together - Secure the complete lifestyle package across two
titles, combining a spacious family home on approximately 1,937m2 (approx.) with an
adjoining 6.207ha (approx.) block of fertile land. The approximately 250m2 (approx.)
home offers three bedrooms, two bathrooms, generous living spaces, established gardens,
sunny decks, a swimming pool, and a private spa pool. A new roof completed in late 2025,
along with double glazing and laminate joinery, provides peace of mind for years to come.
The adjoining land is currently home to an established apple and pear orchard and offers
excellent versatility for grazing.
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For Sale By Negotiation

View By appointment
Web pb.co.nz/0TL207832

Travis Robertson
M 022152 6629

Otaki 24 Ian Peter Way

Living made easy

Tucked away in a private corner of Elm Court, this well positioned 107m2 (approx) three-
bedroom unit offers easy, low maintenance living within a sought-after 55+ community.
Designed to capture the sun, the kitchen and dining area enjoy warm morning light, while
the patio opens out to a generous grassed area - the perfect spot to relax and soak up the
afternoon sun. The kitchen comes with the compliment of a dishwasher and deep corner
pantry. The central lounge with heat pump keeps you cosy all year round.
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For Sale Buyers $599,995+
View By appointment

Web pb.co.nz/0TU225987

Travis Robertson
M 022152 6629
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